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To facilitate the eradication of FGM in The 
Gambia over the next five years;

To encourage systemic and multi-sectional and 
intersectional approaches and collaboration 
towards efforts directed at the abandonment of 
FGM by practising communities;
 
To address emerging trends and practices 
through law reform, capacity building, partner-
ship, and collaboration;
 
To promote the empowerment of girls and 
women by addressing the factors that engender 
gender inequities and inequalities, and 
gender-based violence; and
e.To develop research, routine data collection, 
and knowledge management for programming, 
policy development, and resource allocation to 
facilitate the elimination of FGM�

 ­ ����������������������������

����������������������������
�
������
�������������¡

Priority 1: Enacting a comprehensive Anti-FGM 
Law in line with human rights standards

Priority 2: Enhancing multi-sectoral coordina-
tion and inter-system collaboration 

Priority 3: Community engagement and amplifi-
cation of social norms interventions

Priority 4: Empowerment of girls and women to 
exercise their rights and establishing a survivor 
centred approach

Priority 5: Strengthening of data generation and 
knowledge management frameworks for policy-
making and improve programming

Priority 6: Establishing surveillance system to 
report and track FGM cases and monitor imple-
mentation of the Policy
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Bodily integrity and dignity
Inclusivity and respect for diversity
Participation 
Gender Equality
Accountability 
Best Interest of the Child
Do No Harm
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Multi-sectoral approach, leveraging on the 
roles of government, CSOs, traditional and 
religious leaders, women and men, youths, 
adolescent boys and girls;

Socio-cultural approach to advocacy and sensitisa-
tion through the active engagement of community 
members, religious and traditional leaders, and 
circumcisers with a view to minimising the 
chances of anti-FGM campaigns being regarded 
as a ‘Eurocentric’ and a ploy against Islam;

Survivor centred approach, focusing on the 
provision of support to girls and women who 
experience FGM;

Preventative approach, including public aware-
ness in all sectors of society, through 
information formal and informal education and 
outreach programmes to counter the justifica-
tions of the practice and changing social norms 
and practices around it;

Human Rights-Based Approach, identifying the 
root causes of FGM and its causal effects, as 
well as the obligations of the state as primary 
duty bearer and other actors towards rights 
holders;

Evidenced based approach, documenting 
challenges, progress and emerging trends and 
issues in the fight against FGM to better inform 
programming and policy and legal reforms; 

Gender-responsive approach, recognising the 
gender dynamics, impacts and consequences 
of FGM on women and girls respectively; and 

Child-sensitive approach, recognising the 
vulnerabilities of girls to FGM and is informed 
by the guiding principles of children’s rights 
(non-discrimination, best interests, life, 
survival, and development and participation).
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Increased engagement of policymakers with 
CSOs, communities, and young people.

Enhanced multi-sectoral and inter-system 
coordination of anti-FGM efforts in The Gambia 
to expand programmatic efforts to prevent and 
respond to FGM and advocacy for policy imple-
mentation.
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Increased availability of response interventions 
to reduce risks to girls and women being cut, 
and with quality and accessible comprehensive 
services for survivors of FGM.

Improved capacity of service provision (social 
and health), including health care providers, 
social workers, and teachers and institutional 
capacities (security personnel and law enforce-
ment agencies) to prevent FGM, protect victims 
and prosecute violators.
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Strengthened capabilities of girls and women to 
claim their rights.

Increased engagement of communities in chang-
ing restrictive gender norms.
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Increased generation of credible, up-to-date 
data on FGM that inform evidence-based 
advocacy and programming.

Scaled up community-level surveillance 
systems 
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To facilitate the eradication of FGM in The 
Gambia over the next five years;

To encourage systemic and multi-sectional and 
intersectional approaches and collaboration 
towards efforts directed at the abandonment of 
FGM by practising communities;
 
To address emerging trends and practices 
through law reform, capacity building, partner-
ship, and collaboration;
 
To promote the empowerment of girls and 
women by addressing the factors that engender 
gender inequities and inequalities, and 
gender-based violence; and
e.To develop research, routine data collection, 
and knowledge management for programming, 
policy development, and resource allocation to 
facilitate the elimination of FGM�
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Priority 1: Enacting a comprehensive Anti-FGM 
Law in line with human rights standards

Priority 2: Enhancing multi-sectoral coordina-
tion and inter-system collaboration 

Priority 3: Community engagement and amplifi-
cation of social norms interventions

Priority 4: Empowerment of girls and women to 
exercise their rights and establishing a survivor 
centred approach

Priority 5: Strengthening of data generation and 
knowledge management frameworks for policy-
making and improve programming

Priority 6: Establishing surveillance system to 
report and track FGM cases and monitor imple-
mentation of the Policy
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Bodily integrity and dignity
Inclusivity and respect for diversity
Participation 
Gender Equality
Accountability 
Best Interest of the Child
Do No Harm
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Multi-sectoral approach, leveraging on the 
roles of government, CSOs, traditional and 
religious leaders, women and men, youths, 
adolescent boys and girls;

Socio-cultural approach to advocacy and sensitisa-
tion through the active engagement of community 
members, religious and traditional leaders, and 
circumcisers with a view to minimising the 
chances of anti-FGM campaigns being regarded 
as a ‘Eurocentric’ and a ploy against Islam;

Survivor centred approach, focusing on the 
provision of support to girls and women who 
experience FGM;

Preventative approach, including public aware-
ness in all sectors of society, through 
information formal and informal education and 
outreach programmes to counter the justifica-
tions of the practice and changing social norms 
and practices around it;

Human Rights-Based Approach, identifying the 
root causes of FGM and its causal effects, as 
well as the obligations of the state as primary 
duty bearer and other actors towards rights 
holders;

Evidenced based approach, documenting 
challenges, progress and emerging trends and 
issues in the fight against FGM to better inform 
programming and policy and legal reforms; 

Gender-responsive approach, recognising the 
gender dynamics, impacts and consequences 
of FGM on women and girls respectively; and 

Child-sensitive approach, recognising the 
vulnerabilities of girls to FGM and is informed 
by the guiding principles of children’s rights 
(non-discrimination, best interests, life, 
survival, and development and participation).
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Increased engagement of policymakers with 
CSOs, communities, and young people.

Enhanced multi-sectoral and inter-system 
coordination of anti-FGM efforts in The Gambia 
to expand programmatic efforts to prevent and 
respond to FGM and advocacy for policy imple-
mentation.
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Increased availability of response interventions 
to reduce risks to girls and women being cut, 
and with quality and accessible comprehensive 
services for survivors of FGM.

Improved capacity of service provision (social 
and health), including health care providers, 
social workers, and teachers and institutional 
capacities (security personnel and law enforce-
ment agencies) to prevent FGM, protect victims 
and prosecute violators.
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Strengthened capabilities of girls and women to 
claim their rights.

Increased engagement of communities in chang-
ing restrictive gender norms.
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Increased generation of credible, up-to-date 
data on FGM that inform evidence-based 
advocacy and programming.

Scaled up community-level surveillance 
systems 
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To facilitate the eradication of FGM in The 
Gambia over the next five years;

To encourage systemic and multi-sectional and 
intersectional approaches and collaboration 
towards efforts directed at the abandonment of 
FGM by practising communities;
 
To address emerging trends and practices 
through law reform, capacity building, partner-
ship, and collaboration;
 
To promote the empowerment of girls and 
women by addressing the factors that engender 
gender inequities and inequalities, and 
gender-based violence; and
e.To develop research, routine data collection, 
and knowledge management for programming, 
policy development, and resource allocation to 
facilitate the elimination of FGM�
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Priority 1: Enacting a comprehensive Anti-FGM 
Law in line with human rights standards

Priority 2: Enhancing multi-sectoral coordina-
tion and inter-system collaboration 

Priority 3: Community engagement and amplifi-
cation of social norms interventions

Priority 4: Empowerment of girls and women to 
exercise their rights and establishing a survivor 
centred approach

Priority 5: Strengthening of data generation and 
knowledge management frameworks for policy-
making and improve programming

Priority 6: Establishing surveillance system to 
report and track FGM cases and monitor imple-
mentation of the Policy
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Multi-sectoral approach, leveraging on the 
roles of government, CSOs, traditional and 
religious leaders, women and men, youths, 
adolescent boys and girls;

Socio-cultural approach to advocacy and sensitisa-
tion through the active engagement of community 
members, religious and traditional leaders, and 
circumcisers with a view to minimising the 
chances of anti-FGM campaigns being regarded 
as a ‘Eurocentric’ and a ploy against Islam;

Survivor centred approach, focusing on the 
provision of support to girls and women who 
experience FGM;

Preventative approach, including public aware-
ness in all sectors of society, through 
information formal and informal education and 
outreach programmes to counter the justifica-
tions of the practice and changing social norms 
and practices around it;

Human Rights-Based Approach, identifying the 
root causes of FGM and its causal effects, as 
well as the obligations of the state as primary 
duty bearer and other actors towards rights 
holders;

Evidenced based approach, documenting 
challenges, progress and emerging trends and 
issues in the fight against FGM to better inform 
programming and policy and legal reforms; 

Gender-responsive approach, recognising the 
gender dynamics, impacts and consequences 
of FGM on women and girls respectively; and 

Child-sensitive approach, recognising the 
vulnerabilities of girls to FGM and is informed 
by the guiding principles of children’s rights 
(non-discrimination, best interests, life, 
survival, and development and participation).
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Increased engagement of policymakers with 
CSOs, communities, and young people.

Enhanced multi-sectoral and inter-system 
coordination of anti-FGM efforts in The Gambia 
to expand programmatic efforts to prevent and 
respond to FGM and advocacy for policy imple-
mentation.
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Increased availability of response interventions 
to reduce risks to girls and women being cut, 
and with quality and accessible comprehensive 
services for survivors of FGM.

Improved capacity of service provision (social 
and health), including health care providers, 
social workers, and teachers and institutional 
capacities (security personnel and law enforce-
ment agencies) to prevent FGM, protect victims 
and prosecute violators.
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Strengthened capabilities of girls and women to 
claim their rights.

Increased engagement of communities in chang-
ing restrictive gender norms.
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Increased generation of credible, up-to-date 
data on FGM that inform evidence-based 
advocacy and programming.

Scaled up community-level surveillance 
systems 
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To facilitate the eradication of FGM in The 
Gambia over the next five years;

To encourage systemic and multi-sectional and 
intersectional approaches and collaboration 
towards efforts directed at the abandonment of 
FGM by practising communities;
 
To address emerging trends and practices 
through law reform, capacity building, partner-
ship, and collaboration;
 
To promote the empowerment of girls and 
women by addressing the factors that engender 
gender inequities and inequalities, and 
gender-based violence; and
e.To develop research, routine data collection, 
and knowledge management for programming, 
policy development, and resource allocation to 
facilitate the elimination of FGM�
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Priority 1: Enacting a comprehensive Anti-FGM 
Law in line with human rights standards

Priority 2: Enhancing multi-sectoral coordina-
tion and inter-system collaboration 

Priority 3: Community engagement and amplifi-
cation of social norms interventions

Priority 4: Empowerment of girls and women to 
exercise their rights and establishing a survivor 
centred approach

Priority 5: Strengthening of data generation and 
knowledge management frameworks for policy-
making and improve programming

Priority 6: Establishing surveillance system to 
report and track FGM cases and monitor imple-
mentation of the Policy
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Bodily integrity and dignity
Inclusivity and respect for diversity
Participation 
Gender Equality
Accountability 
Best Interest of the Child
Do No Harm
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Multi-sectoral approach, leveraging on the 
roles of government, CSOs, traditional and 
religious leaders, women and men, youths, 
adolescent boys and girls;

Socio-cultural approach to advocacy and sensitisa-
tion through the active engagement of community 
members, religious and traditional leaders, and 
circumcisers with a view to minimising the 
chances of anti-FGM campaigns being regarded 
as a ‘Eurocentric’ and a ploy against Islam;

Survivor centred approach, focusing on the 
provision of support to girls and women who 
experience FGM;

Preventative approach, including public aware-
ness in all sectors of society, through 
information formal and informal education and 
outreach programmes to counter the justifica-
tions of the practice and changing social norms 
and practices around it;

Human Rights-Based Approach, identifying the 
root causes of FGM and its causal effects, as 
well as the obligations of the state as primary 
duty bearer and other actors towards rights 
holders;

Evidenced based approach, documenting 
challenges, progress and emerging trends and 
issues in the fight against FGM to better inform 
programming and policy and legal reforms; 

Gender-responsive approach, recognising the 
gender dynamics, impacts and consequences 
of FGM on women and girls respectively; and 

Child-sensitive approach, recognising the 
vulnerabilities of girls to FGM and is informed 
by the guiding principles of children’s rights 
(non-discrimination, best interests, life, 
survival, and development and participation).
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Increased engagement of policymakers with 
CSOs, communities, and young people.

Enhanced multi-sectoral and inter-system 
coordination of anti-FGM efforts in The Gambia 
to expand programmatic efforts to prevent and 
respond to FGM and advocacy for policy imple-
mentation.

�������
��	��������������������������
������
����
��������������
��������������������

��������

Increased availability of response interventions 
to reduce risks to girls and women being cut, 
and with quality and accessible comprehensive 
services for survivors of FGM.

Improved capacity of service provision (social 
and health), including health care providers, 
social workers, and teachers and institutional 
capacities (security personnel and law enforce-
ment agencies) to prevent FGM, protect victims 
and prosecute violators.
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Strengthened capabilities of girls and women to 
claim their rights.

Increased engagement of communities in chang-
ing restrictive gender norms.

�
�������¡�����
��	����������������
������������������
��������������
������������
������


��������

Increased generation of credible, up-to-date 
data on FGM that inform evidence-based 
advocacy and programming.

Scaled up community-level surveillance 
systems 
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Facilitate the effective coordination of local 
administrative and community service 
structures working on FGM;

Actively involve or include a cross-section of 
stakeholders such as former circumcisers, 
religious leaders and traditional FGM gatekeep-
ers, educational institutions, government 
institutions, CSOs, and the Media;

Utilize the Women’s Council as an umbrella 
body that can connect with different stakehold-
ers to complement one another in the fight 
against FGM;

Encourage CSOs and youth-led groups involved 
in the fight against FGM to partner and collabo-
rate more to ensure sustainable impact; and

Facilitate multi-stakeholder annual dialogue 
on FGM. 
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Identify and support anti-FGM champions 
nationwide;
 
Continue anti-FGM awareness-raising 
campaigns targeting girls and boys throughout 
the country;

Support FGM peer education to enhance mean-
ingful participation of boys and girls in anti-FGM 
campaigns; and

Encourage girls and boys to come forward and 
report FGM practices on other children. 
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Law enforcement officers establish surveillance 
mechanisms to track and report cases of FGM;

Build the capacity of law enforcement to be able 
to effectively investigate and prosecute FGM 
cases;

Develop the capacity of police and security 
officers to handle cross-border cutting;

Provide border officials with equipment to trace 
and apprehend suspects of cross-border 
cutting;

Provide law enforcement with vehicles to be 
able to speedily respond to FGM reports;
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Promote intergenerational convenings and 
dialogues on changing restrictive social and 
gender norms;

Build the capacity of youth organisations, 
child-led groups and women’s groups to be able 
to effectively engage in anti-FGM awareness 
raising amongst their peers;

Build the capacity of community and religious 
leaders in order for them to spearhead the fight 
against FGM in their respective communities.

Support existing community structures, includ-
ing community-based child protection groups 
to serve as surveillance systems to monitor and 
report on FGM;
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Initiate review of existing national laws against 
the international and regional norms and 
standards and support advocacy for the enact-
ment of a comprehensive and holistic Anti-FGM 
Law, including criminalisation of emerging 
trends of FGM;

Harmonise all FGM relevant laws;

Facilitate the training and sensitisation of law 
enforcement, prosecution, and judicial officers 
on handling matters related to FGM; and

Establish an Anti-FGM prosecution unit under 
the Director of Public Prosecution (DPP), Minis-
try of Justice.

�­�������������������������������
��������������������������������
��������������������������

����������������������
��� �������������
������
���������� �������������� ­�����������������������������
��­����� ��������������� ���������� ­����������­���
��������� �­���������
��

����������������

��������������������
�������������
�����	��������	������������
��
���£��������

�������������

Improve the coordination efforts by MGCSW and 
all relevant stakeholders through the National 
Steering Committee on FGM and the Technical 
Committee on FGM;

Strengthen inter-system collaboration, particu-
larly the inclusion of anti-FGM curriculum 
materials in the Education system;
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Use all available media, including social media 
and ‘Kanyeleng’ groups (traditional communica-
tors), to debunk misconceptions around FGM;

Support and involve community structures in all 
regions to participate in FGM discourses and 
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Mobilise resources (material, financial and 
human) to support capacity building and empow-
erment of community structures to participate 
in the elimination of FGM in their communities.
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Use traditional and religious leaders to fight 
emerging trends at the grassroots level by 
organising village/townhall lectures/talk 
delivered by the traditional and religious 
leaders;

Facilitate reporting of cases to law enforcement 
by community and religious leaders;

Create awareness of the duties of the community 
leaders in the fight against FGM and assign these 
leaders the roles and responsibilities of spearheading 
the grassroot initiatives in the fight against FGM;

Promote community and health workers' aware-
ness of the dangers and illegality of 
medicalisation of FGM;

Facilitate collaborations between medical and 
health workers and community leaders in 
spotting and reporting FGM cases by conducting 
joint sessions mapping out ways of collabora-
tion; and

Facilitate bilateral collaborations of border 
communities with their counterparts in Senega-
lese border communities.
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Establish regional anti-FGM Committees to 
coordinate efforts geared at the abandonment of 
FGM at the regional level; and

Ensure that administrative machinery, including 
TACs under the regional governors, MDFTs, Ward 
Development committees, CCPCs and VDCs, 
National Women Councillors (NWC) and other 
administrative posts are co-opted and empow-
ered to monitor FGM practices at the local level.
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Encourage ex-circumcisers to come forward 
and help others still practising to ‘drop the 
knife’;

Foster platforms for ex-circumcisers to engage 
in campaigns for the eradication of FGM;

To facilitate alternative income generation 
activity for ex-circumcisers; and 

Train ex-circumcisers on economic ventures to 
sustain their livelihoods.
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Prioritize empowerment programmes to 
strengthen the ability of girls and women to 
claim their rights;

Support CSOs in expanding and amplifying 
existing girls’ empowerment programmes 
targeted for both in and out of school settings.

Foster linkages to existing programmes aimed 
at women’s economic empowerment to provide 
incentives to change social norms and patterns 
of behaviour. 

Enhance linkages and support to direct interven-
tions in girls’ education, including government 
activities for girls to remain in schools, and 
community-based activities by CSOs, mothers 
and girls’ clubs with the goal of amplifying 
social norms change.
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Enhance the awareness of girls and women on 
the impact of FGM on their social, health, and 
economic rights;

Create avenues for survivors to tell their stories 
in sensitisation programmes;

Provide witness protection mechanisms for 
victims and their witnesses where prosecu-
tions may lead to persecution and stigma at 
community levels;

Ensure the availability of health services, includ-
ing emergency healthcare services in the 
immediate aftermath of the cutting, and 

long-term care as may be necessary for public 
health facilities and establish collaborations 
with private health facilities to expand the FGM 
scope of services available;

Facilitate free of charge and in proximity, 
counselling and rehabilitation to girls and 
women who have undergone FGM;

Enhance and popularise the Helpline, One-Stop 
centers and the GBV shelter to bring access to 
response teams closer to victims; 

Establish state-funded shelters for girls and 
women at risk in all regions to complement the 
existing GBV; and 

Support girls and women with vocational 
training to make them self-supporting.
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Support a diagnostic review of the status of the 
existing monitoring and evaluation (M & E) 
system on FGM to improve measurement of 
FGM incidence, prevalence and changes in the 
practice;

Support the establishment of comprehensive and 
credible database development to bridge national 
knowledge gaps on factors contributing to contin-
ued practice, including socio-economic aspects 

of FGM and the cost-effectiveness of FGM 
interventions to inform scaling interventions.

Establish an effective knowledge management 
system, in the context of an overall M&E frame-
work and covering an agreed set of indicators 
for systematic tracking and situation monitor-
ing on FGM programming.

Document findings from FGM studies and 
enhance knowledge transfer between policy-
makers, researchers, communities, and other 
FGM data consumers; and

Create, manage, and maintain an FGM databank 
to ease access to information on FGM through 
the use of modern technology to enhance 
efficient and proper information management 
and dissemination of available data.
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Establish partnerships with NGOs and research 
institutions, academia on research and 
documentation of FGM prevalence and cases;

Publish findings and data gathered from 
research and documentation in both English 
and local languages; and

Popularise findings through NGO outreaches 
and mobile sensitization programmes.
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Support the establishment of a system for 
anonymous reporting and coordinate a digital-
ised FGM case reporting and documentation 
system; and

Support the strengthening of existing surveil-
lance systems, including community child 
protection committees (CCPC) and other 
community structures such as mother’s clubs.
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Promote the development and strengthening of 
the capacity of institutions to prevent and 
respond to FGM;

Support the development of mechanisms to 
reach communities with information on preven-
tion and response to FGM; and

Facilitate periodic evaluation of all priority 
areas and document progress, and gaps, and 
provide specific recommendations for improve-
ment.



Facilitate the effective coordination of local 
administrative and community service 
structures working on FGM;

Actively involve or include a cross-section of 
stakeholders such as former circumcisers, 
religious leaders and traditional FGM gatekeep-
ers, educational institutions, government 
institutions, CSOs, and the Media;

Utilize the Women’s Council as an umbrella 
body that can connect with different stakehold-
ers to complement one another in the fight 
against FGM;

Encourage CSOs and youth-led groups involved 
in the fight against FGM to partner and collabo-
rate more to ensure sustainable impact; and

Facilitate multi-stakeholder annual dialogue 
on FGM. 
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Identify and support anti-FGM champions 
nationwide;
 
Continue anti-FGM awareness-raising 
campaigns targeting girls and boys throughout 
the country;

Support FGM peer education to enhance mean-
ingful participation of boys and girls in anti-FGM 
campaigns; and

Encourage girls and boys to come forward and 
report FGM practices on other children. 
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Law enforcement officers establish surveillance 
mechanisms to track and report cases of FGM;

Build the capacity of law enforcement to be able 
to effectively investigate and prosecute FGM 
cases;

Develop the capacity of police and security 
officers to handle cross-border cutting;

Provide border officials with equipment to trace 
and apprehend suspects of cross-border 
cutting;

Provide law enforcement with vehicles to be 
able to speedily respond to FGM reports;
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Promote intergenerational convenings and 
dialogues on changing restrictive social and 
gender norms;

Build the capacity of youth organisations, 
child-led groups and women’s groups to be able 
to effectively engage in anti-FGM awareness 
raising amongst their peers;

Build the capacity of community and religious 
leaders in order for them to spearhead the fight 
against FGM in their respective communities.

Support existing community structures, includ-
ing community-based child protection groups 
to serve as surveillance systems to monitor and 
report on FGM;
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Initiate review of existing national laws against 
the international and regional norms and 
standards and support advocacy for the enact-
ment of a comprehensive and holistic Anti-FGM 
Law, including criminalisation of emerging 
trends of FGM;

Harmonise all FGM relevant laws;

Facilitate the training and sensitisation of law 
enforcement, prosecution, and judicial officers 
on handling matters related to FGM; and

Establish an Anti-FGM prosecution unit under 
the Director of Public Prosecution (DPP), Minis-
try of Justice.
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Improve the coordination efforts by MGCSW and 
all relevant stakeholders through the National 
Steering Committee on FGM and the Technical 
Committee on FGM;

Strengthen inter-system collaboration, particu-
larly the inclusion of anti-FGM curriculum 
materials in the Education system;
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Use all available media, including social media 
and ‘Kanyeleng’ groups (traditional communica-
tors), to debunk misconceptions around FGM;

Support and involve community structures in all 
regions to participate in FGM discourses and 
preven���������� ���� �����­������������������
 ��������� ���­� ���������� ���� � ������ ��� ���
����� �����
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Mobilise resources (material, financial and 
human) to support capacity building and empow-
erment of community structures to participate 
in the elimination of FGM in their communities.
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Use traditional and religious leaders to fight 
emerging trends at the grassroots level by 
organising village/townhall lectures/talk 
delivered by the traditional and religious 
leaders;

Facilitate reporting of cases to law enforcement 
by community and religious leaders;

Create awareness of the duties of the community 
leaders in the fight against FGM and assign these 
leaders the roles and responsibilities of spearheading 
the grassroot initiatives in the fight against FGM;

Promote community and health workers' aware-
ness of the dangers and illegality of 
medicalisation of FGM;

Facilitate collaborations between medical and 
health workers and community leaders in 
spotting and reporting FGM cases by conducting 
joint sessions mapping out ways of collabora-
tion; and

Facilitate bilateral collaborations of border 
communities with their counterparts in Senega-
lese border communities.
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Establish regional anti-FGM Committees to 
coordinate efforts geared at the abandonment of 
FGM at the regional level; and

Ensure that administrative machinery, including 
TACs under the regional governors, MDFTs, Ward 
Development committees, CCPCs and VDCs, 
National Women Councillors (NWC) and other 
administrative posts are co-opted and empow-
ered to monitor FGM practices at the local level.
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Encourage ex-circumcisers to come forward 
and help others still practising to ‘drop the 
knife’;

Foster platforms for ex-circumcisers to engage 
in campaigns for the eradication of FGM;

To facilitate alternative income generation 
activity for ex-circumcisers; and 

Train ex-circumcisers on economic ventures to 
sustain their livelihoods.
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Prioritize empowerment programmes to 
strengthen the ability of girls and women to 
claim their rights;

Support CSOs in expanding and amplifying 
existing girls’ empowerment programmes 
targeted for both in and out of school settings.

Foster linkages to existing programmes aimed 
at women’s economic empowerment to provide 
incentives to change social norms and patterns 
of behaviour. 

Enhance linkages and support to direct interven-
tions in girls’ education, including government 
activities for girls to remain in schools, and 
community-based activities by CSOs, mothers 
and girls’ clubs with the goal of amplifying 
social norms change.
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Enhance the awareness of girls and women on 
the impact of FGM on their social, health, and 
economic rights;

Create avenues for survivors to tell their stories 
in sensitisation programmes;

Provide witness protection mechanisms for 
victims and their witnesses where prosecu-
tions may lead to persecution and stigma at 
community levels;

Ensure the availability of health services, includ-
ing emergency healthcare services in the 
immediate aftermath of the cutting, and 

long-term care as may be necessary for public 
health facilities and establish collaborations 
with private health facilities to expand the FGM 
scope of services available;

Facilitate free of charge and in proximity, 
counselling and rehabilitation to girls and 
women who have undergone FGM;

Enhance and popularise the Helpline, One-Stop 
centers and the GBV shelter to bring access to 
response teams closer to victims; 

Establish state-funded shelters for girls and 
women at risk in all regions to complement the 
existing GBV; and 

Support girls and women with vocational 
training to make them self-supporting.
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Support a diagnostic review of the status of the 
existing monitoring and evaluation (M & E) 
system on FGM to improve measurement of 
FGM incidence, prevalence and changes in the 
practice;

Support the establishment of comprehensive and 
credible database development to bridge national 
knowledge gaps on factors contributing to contin-
ued practice, including socio-economic aspects 

of FGM and the cost-effectiveness of FGM 
interventions to inform scaling interventions.

Establish an effective knowledge management 
system, in the context of an overall M&E frame-
work and covering an agreed set of indicators 
for systematic tracking and situation monitor-
ing on FGM programming.

Document findings from FGM studies and 
enhance knowledge transfer between policy-
makers, researchers, communities, and other 
FGM data consumers; and

Create, manage, and maintain an FGM databank 
to ease access to information on FGM through 
the use of modern technology to enhance 
efficient and proper information management 
and dissemination of available data.
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Establish partnerships with NGOs and research 
institutions, academia on research and 
documentation of FGM prevalence and cases;

Publish findings and data gathered from 
research and documentation in both English 
and local languages; and

Popularise findings through NGO outreaches 
and mobile sensitization programmes.
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Support the establishment of a system for 
anonymous reporting and coordinate a digital-
ised FGM case reporting and documentation 
system; and

Support the strengthening of existing surveil-
lance systems, including community child 
protection committees (CCPC) and other 
community structures such as mother’s clubs.
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Promote the development and strengthening of 
the capacity of institutions to prevent and 
respond to FGM;

Support the development of mechanisms to 
reach communities with information on preven-
tion and response to FGM; and

Facilitate periodic evaluation of all priority 
areas and document progress, and gaps, and 
provide specific recommendations for improve-
ment.



Facilitate the effective coordination of local 
administrative and community service 
structures working on FGM;

Actively involve or include a cross-section of 
stakeholders such as former circumcisers, 
religious leaders and traditional FGM gatekeep-
ers, educational institutions, government 
institutions, CSOs, and the Media;

Utilize the Women’s Council as an umbrella 
body that can connect with different stakehold-
ers to complement one another in the fight 
against FGM;

Encourage CSOs and youth-led groups involved 
in the fight against FGM to partner and collabo-
rate more to ensure sustainable impact; and

Facilitate multi-stakeholder annual dialogue 
on FGM. 
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Identify and support anti-FGM champions 
nationwide;
 
Continue anti-FGM awareness-raising 
campaigns targeting girls and boys throughout 
the country;

Support FGM peer education to enhance mean-
ingful participation of boys and girls in anti-FGM 
campaigns; and

Encourage girls and boys to come forward and 
report FGM practices on other children. 
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Law enforcement officers establish surveillance 
mechanisms to track and report cases of FGM;

Build the capacity of law enforcement to be able 
to effectively investigate and prosecute FGM 
cases;

Develop the capacity of police and security 
officers to handle cross-border cutting;

Provide border officials with equipment to trace 
and apprehend suspects of cross-border 
cutting;

Provide law enforcement with vehicles to be 
able to speedily respond to FGM reports;
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Promote intergenerational convenings and 
dialogues on changing restrictive social and 
gender norms;

Build the capacity of youth organisations, 
child-led groups and women’s groups to be able 
to effectively engage in anti-FGM awareness 
raising amongst their peers;

Build the capacity of community and religious 
leaders in order for them to spearhead the fight 
against FGM in their respective communities.

Support existing community structures, includ-
ing community-based child protection groups 
to serve as surveillance systems to monitor and 
report on FGM;
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Initiate review of existing national laws against 
the international and regional norms and 
standards and support advocacy for the enact-
ment of a comprehensive and holistic Anti-FGM 
Law, including criminalisation of emerging 
trends of FGM;

Harmonise all FGM relevant laws;

Facilitate the training and sensitisation of law 
enforcement, prosecution, and judicial officers 
on handling matters related to FGM; and

Establish an Anti-FGM prosecution unit under 
the Director of Public Prosecution (DPP), Minis-
try of Justice.
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Improve the coordination efforts by MGCSW and 
all relevant stakeholders through the National 
Steering Committee on FGM and the Technical 
Committee on FGM;

Strengthen inter-system collaboration, particu-
larly the inclusion of anti-FGM curriculum 
materials in the Education system;

Use all available media, including social media 
and ‘Kanyeleng’ groups (traditional communica-
tors), to debunk misconceptions around FGM;

Support and involve community structures in all 
regions to participate in FGM discourses and 
preven���������� ���� �����­������������������
 ��������� ���­� ���������� ���� � ������ ��� ���
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Mobilise resources (material, financial and 
human) to support capacity building and empow-
erment of community structures to participate 
in the elimination of FGM in their communities.

��������
�
������
����������������
����
��
������������
�

�������������

Use traditional and religious leaders to fight 
emerging trends at the grassroots level by 
organising village/townhall lectures/talk 
delivered by the traditional and religious 
leaders;

Facilitate reporting of cases to law enforcement 
by community and religious leaders;

Create awareness of the duties of the community 
leaders in the fight against FGM and assign these 
leaders the roles and responsibilities of spearheading 
the grassroot initiatives in the fight against FGM;

Promote community and health workers' aware-
ness of the dangers and illegality of 
medicalisation of FGM;

Facilitate collaborations between medical and 
health workers and community leaders in 
spotting and reporting FGM cases by conducting 
joint sessions mapping out ways of collabora-
tion; and

Facilitate bilateral collaborations of border 
communities with their counterparts in Senega-
lese border communities.
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Establish regional anti-FGM Committees to 
coordinate efforts geared at the abandonment of 
FGM at the regional level; and

Ensure that administrative machinery, including 
TACs under the regional governors, MDFTs, Ward 
Development committees, CCPCs and VDCs, 
National Women Councillors (NWC) and other 
administrative posts are co-opted and empow-
ered to monitor FGM practices at the local level.
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Encourage ex-circumcisers to come forward 
and help others still practising to ‘drop the 
knife’;

Foster platforms for ex-circumcisers to engage 
in campaigns for the eradication of FGM;

To facilitate alternative income generation 
activity for ex-circumcisers; and 

Train ex-circumcisers on economic ventures to 
sustain their livelihoods.
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Prioritize empowerment programmes to 
strengthen the ability of girls and women to 
claim their rights;

Support CSOs in expanding and amplifying 
existing girls’ empowerment programmes 
targeted for both in and out of school settings.

Foster linkages to existing programmes aimed 
at women’s economic empowerment to provide 
incentives to change social norms and patterns 
of behaviour. 

Enhance linkages and support to direct interven-
tions in girls’ education, including government 
activities for girls to remain in schools, and 
community-based activities by CSOs, mothers 
and girls’ clubs with the goal of amplifying 
social norms change.
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Enhance the awareness of girls and women on 
the impact of FGM on their social, health, and 
economic rights;

Create avenues for survivors to tell their stories 
in sensitisation programmes;

Provide witness protection mechanisms for 
victims and their witnesses where prosecu-
tions may lead to persecution and stigma at 
community levels;

Ensure the availability of health services, includ-
ing emergency healthcare services in the 
immediate aftermath of the cutting, and 

long-term care as may be necessary for public 
health facilities and establish collaborations 
with private health facilities to expand the FGM 
scope of services available;

Facilitate free of charge and in proximity, 
counselling and rehabilitation to girls and 
women who have undergone FGM;

Enhance and popularise the Helpline, One-Stop 
centers and the GBV shelter to bring access to 
response teams closer to victims; 

Establish state-funded shelters for girls and 
women at risk in all regions to complement the 
existing GBV; and 

Support girls and women with vocational 
training to make them self-supporting.
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Support a diagnostic review of the status of the 
existing monitoring and evaluation (M & E) 
system on FGM to improve measurement of 
FGM incidence, prevalence and changes in the 
practice;

Support the establishment of comprehensive and 
credible database development to bridge national 
knowledge gaps on factors contributing to contin-
ued practice, including socio-economic aspects 

of FGM and the cost-effectiveness of FGM 
interventions to inform scaling interventions.

Establish an effective knowledge management 
system, in the context of an overall M&E frame-
work and covering an agreed set of indicators 
for systematic tracking and situation monitor-
ing on FGM programming.

Document findings from FGM studies and 
enhance knowledge transfer between policy-
makers, researchers, communities, and other 
FGM data consumers; and

Create, manage, and maintain an FGM databank 
to ease access to information on FGM through 
the use of modern technology to enhance 
efficient and proper information management 
and dissemination of available data.
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Establish partnerships with NGOs and research 
institutions, academia on research and 
documentation of FGM prevalence and cases;

Publish findings and data gathered from 
research and documentation in both English 
and local languages; and

Popularise findings through NGO outreaches 
and mobile sensitization programmes.
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Support the establishment of a system for 
anonymous reporting and coordinate a digital-
ised FGM case reporting and documentation 
system; and

Support the strengthening of existing surveil-
lance systems, including community child 
protection committees (CCPC) and other 
community structures such as mother’s clubs.
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Promote the development and strengthening of 
the capacity of institutions to prevent and 
respond to FGM;

Support the development of mechanisms to 
reach communities with information on preven-
tion and response to FGM; and

Facilitate periodic evaluation of all priority 
areas and document progress, and gaps, and 
provide specific recommendations for improve-
ment.
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Facilitate the effective coordination of local 
administrative and community service 
structures working on FGM;

Actively involve or include a cross-section of 
stakeholders such as former circumcisers, 
religious leaders and traditional FGM gatekeep-
ers, educational institutions, government 
institutions, CSOs, and the Media;

Utilize the Women’s Council as an umbrella 
body that can connect with different stakehold-
ers to complement one another in the fight 
against FGM;

Encourage CSOs and youth-led groups involved 
in the fight against FGM to partner and collabo-
rate more to ensure sustainable impact; and

Facilitate multi-stakeholder annual dialogue 
on FGM. 
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Identify and support anti-FGM champions 
nationwide;
 
Continue anti-FGM awareness-raising 
campaigns targeting girls and boys throughout 
the country;

Support FGM peer education to enhance mean-
ingful participation of boys and girls in anti-FGM 
campaigns; and

Encourage girls and boys to come forward and 
report FGM practices on other children. 
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Law enforcement officers establish surveillance 
mechanisms to track and report cases of FGM;

Build the capacity of law enforcement to be able 
to effectively investigate and prosecute FGM 
cases;

Develop the capacity of police and security 
officers to handle cross-border cutting;

Provide border officials with equipment to trace 
and apprehend suspects of cross-border 
cutting;

Provide law enforcement with vehicles to be 
able to speedily respond to FGM reports;
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Promote intergenerational convenings and 
dialogues on changing restrictive social and 
gender norms;

Build the capacity of youth organisations, 
child-led groups and women’s groups to be able 
to effectively engage in anti-FGM awareness 
raising amongst their peers;

Build the capacity of community and religious 
leaders in order for them to spearhead the fight 
against FGM in their respective communities.

Support existing community structures, includ-
ing community-based child protection groups 
to serve as surveillance systems to monitor and 
report on FGM;
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Initiate review of existing national laws against 
the international and regional norms and 
standards and support advocacy for the enact-
ment of a comprehensive and holistic Anti-FGM 
Law, including criminalisation of emerging 
trends of FGM;

Harmonise all FGM relevant laws;

Facilitate the training and sensitisation of law 
enforcement, prosecution, and judicial officers 
on handling matters related to FGM; and

Establish an Anti-FGM prosecution unit under 
the Director of Public Prosecution (DPP), Minis-
try of Justice.

�­�������������������������������
��������������������������������
��������������������������

����������������������
��� �������������
������
���������� �������������� ­�����������������������������
��­����� ��������������� ���������� ­����������­���
��������� �­���������
��

����������������

��������������������
�������������
�����	��������	������������
��
���£��������

�������������

Improve the coordination efforts by MGCSW and 
all relevant stakeholders through the National 
Steering Committee on FGM and the Technical 
Committee on FGM;

Strengthen inter-system collaboration, particu-
larly the inclusion of anti-FGM curriculum 
materials in the Education system;

Use all available media, including social media 
and ‘Kanyeleng’ groups (traditional communica-
tors), to debunk misconceptions around FGM;

Support and involve community structures in all 
regions to participate in FGM discourses and 
preven���������� ���� �����­������������������
 ��������� ���­� ���������� ���� � ������ ��� ���
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Mobilise resources (material, financial and 
human) to support capacity building and empow-
erment of community structures to participate 
in the elimination of FGM in their communities.
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Use traditional and religious leaders to fight 
emerging trends at the grassroots level by 
organising village/townhall lectures/talk 
delivered by the traditional and religious 
leaders;

Facilitate reporting of cases to law enforcement 
by community and religious leaders;

Create awareness of the duties of the community 
leaders in the fight against FGM and assign these 
leaders the roles and responsibilities of spearheading 
the grassroot initiatives in the fight against FGM;

Promote community and health workers' aware-
ness of the dangers and illegality of 
medicalisation of FGM;

Facilitate collaborations between medical and 
health workers and community leaders in 
spotting and reporting FGM cases by conducting 
joint sessions mapping out ways of collabora-
tion; and

Facilitate bilateral collaborations of border 
communities with their counterparts in Senega-
lese border communities.
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Establish regional anti-FGM Committees to 
coordinate efforts geared at the abandonment of 
FGM at the regional level; and

Ensure that administrative machinery, including 
TACs under the regional governors, MDFTs, Ward 
Development committees, CCPCs and VDCs, 
National Women Councillors (NWC) and other 
administrative posts are co-opted and empow-
ered to monitor FGM practices at the local level.
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Encourage ex-circumcisers to come forward 
and help others still practising to ‘drop the 
knife’;

Foster platforms for ex-circumcisers to engage 
in campaigns for the eradication of FGM;

To facilitate alternative income generation 
activity for ex-circumcisers; and 

Train ex-circumcisers on economic ventures to 
sustain their livelihoods.
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Prioritize empowerment programmes to 
strengthen the ability of girls and women to 
claim their rights;

Support CSOs in expanding and amplifying 
existing girls’ empowerment programmes 
targeted for both in and out of school settings.

Foster linkages to existing programmes aimed 
at women’s economic empowerment to provide 
incentives to change social norms and patterns 
of behaviour. 

Enhance linkages and support to direct interven-
tions in girls’ education, including government 
activities for girls to remain in schools, and 
community-based activities by CSOs, mothers 
and girls’ clubs with the goal of amplifying 
social norms change.
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Enhance the awareness of girls and women on 
the impact of FGM on their social, health, and 
economic rights;

Create avenues for survivors to tell their stories 
in sensitisation programmes;

Provide witness protection mechanisms for 
victims and their witnesses where prosecu-
tions may lead to persecution and stigma at 
community levels;

Ensure the availability of health services, includ-
ing emergency healthcare services in the 
immediate aftermath of the cutting, and 

long-term care as may be necessary for public 
health facilities and establish collaborations 
with private health facilities to expand the FGM 
scope of services available;

Facilitate free of charge and in proximity, 
counselling and rehabilitation to girls and 
women who have undergone FGM;

Enhance and popularise the Helpline, One-Stop 
centers and the GBV shelter to bring access to 
response teams closer to victims; 

Establish state-funded shelters for girls and 
women at risk in all regions to complement the 
existing GBV; and 

Support girls and women with vocational 
training to make them self-supporting.
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Support a diagnostic review of the status of the 
existing monitoring and evaluation (M & E) 
system on FGM to improve measurement of 
FGM incidence, prevalence and changes in the 
practice;

Support the establishment of comprehensive and 
credible database development to bridge national 
knowledge gaps on factors contributing to contin-
ued practice, including socio-economic aspects 

of FGM and the cost-effectiveness of FGM 
interventions to inform scaling interventions.

Establish an effective knowledge management 
system, in the context of an overall M&E frame-
work and covering an agreed set of indicators 
for systematic tracking and situation monitor-
ing on FGM programming.

Document findings from FGM studies and 
enhance knowledge transfer between policy-
makers, researchers, communities, and other 
FGM data consumers; and

Create, manage, and maintain an FGM databank 
to ease access to information on FGM through 
the use of modern technology to enhance 
efficient and proper information management 
and dissemination of available data.
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Establish partnerships with NGOs and research 
institutions, academia on research and 
documentation of FGM prevalence and cases;

Publish findings and data gathered from 
research and documentation in both English 
and local languages; and

Popularise findings through NGO outreaches 
and mobile sensitization programmes.
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Support the establishment of a system for 
anonymous reporting and coordinate a digital-
ised FGM case reporting and documentation 
system; and

Support the strengthening of existing surveil-
lance systems, including community child 
protection committees (CCPC) and other 
community structures such as mother’s clubs.
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Promote the development and strengthening of 
the capacity of institutions to prevent and 
respond to FGM;

Support the development of mechanisms to 
reach communities with information on preven-
tion and response to FGM; and

Facilitate periodic evaluation of all priority 
areas and document progress, and gaps, and 
provide specific recommendations for improve-
ment.
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Facilitate the effective coordination of local 
administrative and community service 
structures working on FGM;

Actively involve or include a cross-section of 
stakeholders such as former circumcisers, 
religious leaders and traditional FGM gatekeep-
ers, educational institutions, government 
institutions, CSOs, and the Media;

Utilize the Women’s Council as an umbrella 
body that can connect with different stakehold-
ers to complement one another in the fight 
against FGM;

Encourage CSOs and youth-led groups involved 
in the fight against FGM to partner and collabo-
rate more to ensure sustainable impact; and

Facilitate multi-stakeholder annual dialogue 
on FGM. 
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Identify and support anti-FGM champions 
nationwide;
 
Continue anti-FGM awareness-raising 
campaigns targeting girls and boys throughout 
the country;

Support FGM peer education to enhance mean-
ingful participation of boys and girls in anti-FGM 
campaigns; and

Encourage girls and boys to come forward and 
report FGM practices on other children. 
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Law enforcement officers establish surveillance 
mechanisms to track and report cases of FGM;

Build the capacity of law enforcement to be able 
to effectively investigate and prosecute FGM 
cases;

Develop the capacity of police and security 
officers to handle cross-border cutting;

Provide border officials with equipment to trace 
and apprehend suspects of cross-border 
cutting;

Provide law enforcement with vehicles to be 
able to speedily respond to FGM reports;

�­ ����������������� ������������
��������������������������������
��������������������������

����������������������
��� �������������
������
�����������������������������­� ��������� ���­� ���
�������� �����­���������� ����� �� ��� ����������­� �
�� ���������������������� �­�������
���

����������������

��������
�
������
��������������
����
���
�����
��
������������������
����������������
������

�������������

Promote intergenerational convenings and 
dialogues on changing restrictive social and 
gender norms;

Build the capacity of youth organisations, 
child-led groups and women’s groups to be able 
to effectively engage in anti-FGM awareness 
raising amongst their peers;

Build the capacity of community and religious 
leaders in order for them to spearhead the fight 
against FGM in their respective communities.

Support existing community structures, includ-
ing community-based child protection groups 
to serve as surveillance systems to monitor and 
report on FGM;
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Initiate review of existing national laws against 
the international and regional norms and 
standards and support advocacy for the enact-
ment of a comprehensive and holistic Anti-FGM 
Law, including criminalisation of emerging 
trends of FGM;

Harmonise all FGM relevant laws;

Facilitate the training and sensitisation of law 
enforcement, prosecution, and judicial officers 
on handling matters related to FGM; and

Establish an Anti-FGM prosecution unit under 
the Director of Public Prosecution (DPP), Minis-
try of Justice.
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Improve the coordination efforts by MGCSW and 
all relevant stakeholders through the National 
Steering Committee on FGM and the Technical 
Committee on FGM;

Strengthen inter-system collaboration, particu-
larly the inclusion of anti-FGM curriculum 
materials in the Education system;

Use all available media, including social media 
and ‘Kanyeleng’ groups (traditional communica-
tors), to debunk misconceptions around FGM;

Support and involve community structures in all 
regions to participate in FGM discourses and 
preven���������� ���� �����­������������������
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Mobilise resources (material, financial and 
human) to support capacity building and empow-
erment of community structures to participate 
in the elimination of FGM in their communities.
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Use traditional and religious leaders to fight 
emerging trends at the grassroots level by 
organising village/townhall lectures/talk 
delivered by the traditional and religious 
leaders;

Facilitate reporting of cases to law enforcement 
by community and religious leaders;

Create awareness of the duties of the community 
leaders in the fight against FGM and assign these 
leaders the roles and responsibilities of spearheading 
the grassroot initiatives in the fight against FGM;

Promote community and health workers' aware-
ness of the dangers and illegality of 
medicalisation of FGM;

Facilitate collaborations between medical and 
health workers and community leaders in 
spotting and reporting FGM cases by conducting 
joint sessions mapping out ways of collabora-
tion; and

Facilitate bilateral collaborations of border 
communities with their counterparts in Senega-
lese border communities.
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Establish regional anti-FGM Committees to 
coordinate efforts geared at the abandonment of 
FGM at the regional level; and

Ensure that administrative machinery, including 
TACs under the regional governors, MDFTs, Ward 
Development committees, CCPCs and VDCs, 
National Women Councillors (NWC) and other 
administrative posts are co-opted and empow-
ered to monitor FGM practices at the local level.
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Encourage ex-circumcisers to come forward 
and help others still practising to ‘drop the 
knife’;

Foster platforms for ex-circumcisers to engage 
in campaigns for the eradication of FGM;

To facilitate alternative income generation 
activity for ex-circumcisers; and 

Train ex-circumcisers on economic ventures to 
sustain their livelihoods.
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Prioritize empowerment programmes to 
strengthen the ability of girls and women to 
claim their rights;

Support CSOs in expanding and amplifying 
existing girls’ empowerment programmes 
targeted for both in and out of school settings.

Foster linkages to existing programmes aimed 
at women’s economic empowerment to provide 
incentives to change social norms and patterns 
of behaviour. 

Enhance linkages and support to direct interven-
tions in girls’ education, including government 
activities for girls to remain in schools, and 
community-based activities by CSOs, mothers 
and girls’ clubs with the goal of amplifying 
social norms change.
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Enhance the awareness of girls and women on 
the impact of FGM on their social, health, and 
economic rights;

Create avenues for survivors to tell their stories 
in sensitisation programmes;

Provide witness protection mechanisms for 
victims and their witnesses where prosecu-
tions may lead to persecution and stigma at 
community levels;

Ensure the availability of health services, includ-
ing emergency healthcare services in the 
immediate aftermath of the cutting, and 

long-term care as may be necessary for public 
health facilities and establish collaborations 
with private health facilities to expand the FGM 
scope of services available;

Facilitate free of charge and in proximity, 
counselling and rehabilitation to girls and 
women who have undergone FGM;

Enhance and popularise the Helpline, One-Stop 
centers and the GBV shelter to bring access to 
response teams closer to victims; 

Establish state-funded shelters for girls and 
women at risk in all regions to complement the 
existing GBV; and 

Support girls and women with vocational 
training to make them self-supporting.
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Support a diagnostic review of the status of the 
existing monitoring and evaluation (M & E) 
system on FGM to improve measurement of 
FGM incidence, prevalence and changes in the 
practice;

Support the establishment of comprehensive and 
credible database development to bridge national 
knowledge gaps on factors contributing to contin-
ued practice, including socio-economic aspects 

of FGM and the cost-effectiveness of FGM 
interventions to inform scaling interventions.

Establish an effective knowledge management 
system, in the context of an overall M&E frame-
work and covering an agreed set of indicators 
for systematic tracking and situation monitor-
ing on FGM programming.

Document findings from FGM studies and 
enhance knowledge transfer between policy-
makers, researchers, communities, and other 
FGM data consumers; and

Create, manage, and maintain an FGM databank 
to ease access to information on FGM through 
the use of modern technology to enhance 
efficient and proper information management 
and dissemination of available data.
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Establish partnerships with NGOs and research 
institutions, academia on research and 
documentation of FGM prevalence and cases;

Publish findings and data gathered from 
research and documentation in both English 
and local languages; and

Popularise findings through NGO outreaches 
and mobile sensitization programmes.
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Support the establishment of a system for 
anonymous reporting and coordinate a digital-
ised FGM case reporting and documentation 
system; and

Support the strengthening of existing surveil-
lance systems, including community child 
protection committees (CCPC) and other 
community structures such as mother’s clubs.
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Promote the development and strengthening of 
the capacity of institutions to prevent and 
respond to FGM;

Support the development of mechanisms to 
reach communities with information on preven-
tion and response to FGM; and

Facilitate periodic evaluation of all priority 
areas and document progress, and gaps, and 
provide specific recommendations for improve-
ment.
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��Regional Gender Officer

���Regional Social Welfare Office

����Regional Police Commissioners for each of the 
regions

���District Chiefs

��Regional Director of Health

���Regional Director of Education

����2 religious’ leaders

�����1 representative of civil society actors

���1 youth representative

��Persons with disabilities

���1 National Women Councillor Rep.

����1 representative from Community Child Protection 
Committee
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Facilitate the effective coordination of local 
administrative and community service 
structures working on FGM;

Actively involve or include a cross-section of 
stakeholders such as former circumcisers, 
religious leaders and traditional FGM gatekeep-
ers, educational institutions, government 
institutions, CSOs, and the Media;

Utilize the Women’s Council as an umbrella 
body that can connect with different stakehold-
ers to complement one another in the fight 
against FGM;

Encourage CSOs and youth-led groups involved 
in the fight against FGM to partner and collabo-
rate more to ensure sustainable impact; and

Facilitate multi-stakeholder annual dialogue 
on FGM. 
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Identify and support anti-FGM champions 
nationwide;
 
Continue anti-FGM awareness-raising 
campaigns targeting girls and boys throughout 
the country;

Support FGM peer education to enhance mean-
ingful participation of boys and girls in anti-FGM 
campaigns; and

Encourage girls and boys to come forward and 
report FGM practices on other children. 
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Law enforcement officers establish surveillance 
mechanisms to track and report cases of FGM;

Build the capacity of law enforcement to be able 
to effectively investigate and prosecute FGM 
cases;

Develop the capacity of police and security 
officers to handle cross-border cutting;

Provide border officials with equipment to trace 
and apprehend suspects of cross-border 
cutting;

Provide law enforcement with vehicles to be 
able to speedily respond to FGM reports;
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Promote intergenerational convenings and 
dialogues on changing restrictive social and 
gender norms;

Build the capacity of youth organisations, 
child-led groups and women’s groups to be able 
to effectively engage in anti-FGM awareness 
raising amongst their peers;

Build the capacity of community and religious 
leaders in order for them to spearhead the fight 
against FGM in their respective communities.

Support existing community structures, includ-
ing community-based child protection groups 
to serve as surveillance systems to monitor and 
report on FGM;
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Initiate review of existing national laws against 
the international and regional norms and 
standards and support advocacy for the enact-
ment of a comprehensive and holistic Anti-FGM 
Law, including criminalisation of emerging 
trends of FGM;

Harmonise all FGM relevant laws;

Facilitate the training and sensitisation of law 
enforcement, prosecution, and judicial officers 
on handling matters related to FGM; and

Establish an Anti-FGM prosecution unit under 
the Director of Public Prosecution (DPP), Minis-
try of Justice.
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Improve the coordination efforts by MGCSW and 
all relevant stakeholders through the National 
Steering Committee on FGM and the Technical 
Committee on FGM;

Strengthen inter-system collaboration, particu-
larly the inclusion of anti-FGM curriculum 
materials in the Education system;

Use all available media, including social media 
and ‘Kanyeleng’ groups (traditional communica-
tors), to debunk misconceptions around FGM;

Support and involve community structures in all 
regions to participate in FGM discourses and 
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Mobilise resources (material, financial and 
human) to support capacity building and empow-
erment of community structures to participate 
in the elimination of FGM in their communities.
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Use traditional and religious leaders to fight 
emerging trends at the grassroots level by 
organising village/townhall lectures/talk 
delivered by the traditional and religious 
leaders;

Facilitate reporting of cases to law enforcement 
by community and religious leaders;

Create awareness of the duties of the community 
leaders in the fight against FGM and assign these 
leaders the roles and responsibilities of spearheading 
the grassroot initiatives in the fight against FGM;

Promote community and health workers' aware-
ness of the dangers and illegality of 
medicalisation of FGM;

Facilitate collaborations between medical and 
health workers and community leaders in 
spotting and reporting FGM cases by conducting 
joint sessions mapping out ways of collabora-
tion; and

Facilitate bilateral collaborations of border 
communities with their counterparts in Senega-
lese border communities.

����������	�������
����������º�
��
��������������������������
����
������������������������
�©�����
�����
��������
��
���
�
�������������

Establish regional anti-FGM Committees to 
coordinate efforts geared at the abandonment of 
FGM at the regional level; and

Ensure that administrative machinery, including 
TACs under the regional governors, MDFTs, Ward 
Development committees, CCPCs and VDCs, 
National Women Councillors (NWC) and other 
administrative posts are co-opted and empow-
ered to monitor FGM practices at the local level.
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Encourage ex-circumcisers to come forward 
and help others still practising to ‘drop the 
knife’;

Foster platforms for ex-circumcisers to engage 
in campaigns for the eradication of FGM;

To facilitate alternative income generation 
activity for ex-circumcisers; and 

Train ex-circumcisers on economic ventures to 
sustain their livelihoods.
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Prioritize empowerment programmes to 
strengthen the ability of girls and women to 
claim their rights;

Support CSOs in expanding and amplifying 
existing girls’ empowerment programmes 
targeted for both in and out of school settings.

Foster linkages to existing programmes aimed 
at women’s economic empowerment to provide 
incentives to change social norms and patterns 
of behaviour. 

Enhance linkages and support to direct interven-
tions in girls’ education, including government 
activities for girls to remain in schools, and 
community-based activities by CSOs, mothers 
and girls’ clubs with the goal of amplifying 
social norms change.
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Enhance the awareness of girls and women on 
the impact of FGM on their social, health, and 
economic rights;

Create avenues for survivors to tell their stories 
in sensitisation programmes;

Provide witness protection mechanisms for 
victims and their witnesses where prosecu-
tions may lead to persecution and stigma at 
community levels;

Ensure the availability of health services, includ-
ing emergency healthcare services in the 
immediate aftermath of the cutting, and 

long-term care as may be necessary for public 
health facilities and establish collaborations 
with private health facilities to expand the FGM 
scope of services available;

Facilitate free of charge and in proximity, 
counselling and rehabilitation to girls and 
women who have undergone FGM;

Enhance and popularise the Helpline, One-Stop 
centers and the GBV shelter to bring access to 
response teams closer to victims; 

Establish state-funded shelters for girls and 
women at risk in all regions to complement the 
existing GBV; and 

Support girls and women with vocational 
training to make them self-supporting.
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Support a diagnostic review of the status of the 
existing monitoring and evaluation (M & E) 
system on FGM to improve measurement of 
FGM incidence, prevalence and changes in the 
practice;

Support the establishment of comprehensive and 
credible database development to bridge national 
knowledge gaps on factors contributing to contin-
ued practice, including socio-economic aspects 

of FGM and the cost-effectiveness of FGM 
interventions to inform scaling interventions.

Establish an effective knowledge management 
system, in the context of an overall M&E frame-
work and covering an agreed set of indicators 
for systematic tracking and situation monitor-
ing on FGM programming.

Document findings from FGM studies and 
enhance knowledge transfer between policy-
makers, researchers, communities, and other 
FGM data consumers; and

Create, manage, and maintain an FGM databank 
to ease access to information on FGM through 
the use of modern technology to enhance 
efficient and proper information management 
and dissemination of available data.
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Establish partnerships with NGOs and research 
institutions, academia on research and 
documentation of FGM prevalence and cases;

Publish findings and data gathered from 
research and documentation in both English 
and local languages; and

Popularise findings through NGO outreaches 
and mobile sensitization programmes.
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Support the establishment of a system for 
anonymous reporting and coordinate a digital-
ised FGM case reporting and documentation 
system; and

Support the strengthening of existing surveil-
lance systems, including community child 
protection committees (CCPC) and other 
community structures such as mother’s clubs.
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Promote the development and strengthening of 
the capacity of institutions to prevent and 
respond to FGM;

Support the development of mechanisms to 
reach communities with information on preven-
tion and response to FGM; and

Facilitate periodic evaluation of all priority 
areas and document progress, and gaps, and 
provide specific recommendations for improve-
ment.
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Devise and operationalise a monitoring and 
evaluation framework for each of the different 
bodies responsible for implementation of the 
Policy;
 
Monitor and measure the progress of implemen-
tation of the policy consistently through sets of 
indicators in the plan of action; and

Develop and institutionalize checklists for each 
implementing body to ensure effective monitor-
ing and evaluation.
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Develop and launch an FGM database to be 
updated regularly by the key duty bearers and 
stakeholders;
 
Use the data collected to evaluate whether 
Policy initiatives aimed at eradicating FGM had 
positive impacts on the target beneficiaries;
 
Conduct regular research on FGM, its evolving 
trends and the justifications advanced by some 
cultures for the continued practice of FGM 
despite its harmful effects and violation of 
human rights; and

Partner with all relevant sectors to explore 
innovative techniques to enhance FGM related 
data collection.
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Develop and institutionalize checklists for each 
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Develop and launch an FGM database to be 
updated regularly by the key duty bearers and 
stakeholders;
 
Use the data collected to evaluate whether 
Policy initiatives aimed at eradicating FGM had 
positive impacts on the target beneficiaries;
 
Conduct regular research on FGM, its evolving 
trends and the justifications advanced by some 
cultures for the continued practice of FGM 
despite its harmful effects and violation of 
human rights; and

Partner with all relevant sectors to explore 
innovative techniques to enhance FGM related 
data collection.
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